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MILESTONES IN CHILDREN’S SUSTAINABLE 
HEALTH IMPROVEMENTS and EDUCATION
By David Booth MBE
Two great milestones in children’s sustainable health improvement have been made possible largely due to the 21 active monthly mother and baby health posts (Posyandu) initiated by East Bali Poverty Project in 2003, thus ensuring all of the 2,500 families in this village can avail of essential health services, especially vaccinations for babies, that were virtually unknown to these populations before. 
CHILDREN’S SUSTAINABLE HEALTH IMPROVEMENTS 
EBPP Health Team Facilitate Polio Immunisations for 1,200 children
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East Bali Poverty Project’s health team, led by Ms Luh Laba, have ensured success in immunising 1,200 infants, aged from birth to 59 months in Desa Ban from 30th August to 1st of September. According to Dr Toni Parwati, the Puskesmas (Community health centre) doctor “Desa Ban was the most successful of the villages in this area in our August 2005 Polio Immunisation Programme, achieving 100% success in reaching all of the 1,200 infants from 0-59 months, thanks to EBPP’s support in informing the communities and transporting and assisting the PIN (National Polio Immunisation) team. I hope that in 2006, EBPP can help all of the other villages in this region to be as successful”. I was present at this meeting when Dr Toni was briefing all community leaders and kaders in preparation for the second round of polio immunisations, from 27th to 29th of September 2005.
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The effectiveness of this nation-wide, 2-stage, immunisation programme depends on reaching every child at risk, which is very difficult in isolated regions like those in Karangasem where there are no roads and people cannot get information by radio or TV as they have no electricity. 

Hence, outreach programmes, such as EBPP’s, are essential for getting to the people who live far from community health centres by ‘sweeping’ – trekking to the homes of children that were not brought for immunisation on the first two days and directly vaccinating in their homes. 
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 Eye screening for 1,500 children and 300 adults in Desa Ban
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70 year old ladies with cataracts queued alongside school children for a first ever mass eye screening programme for the whole population in Desa Ban, carried out by the specialist eye testing team of John Fawcett’s Yayasan Kemanusiaan Indonesia foundation (YKI), (www.humanitarianprojectsindonesia.org) requested and facilitated by East Bali Poverty Project. 
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The teams were kept very busy, screening 1,500 children and over 300 adults in just 4 days from the 6th to the 9th of September. Getting information to the 2,500 families in the 19 remote hamlets of this 70 square kilometre village presented a major logistics problem for EBPP team. However, the simple half-A4 flyers provided by YKI, distributed by EBPP team to all schools a few days before ensured a good turn out for this first-in-a-lifetime eye health check. 

[image: image11.jpg]%ﬁﬁ
s fﬁ



[image: image12.jpg]


Screening took place in the 14 Desa Ban schools: 5 EBPP schools in Bunga, Cegi, Pengalusan, Manikaji and Jatituhu, 8 Government primary schools and the only Government junior high school in the village. As a result, 56 pairs of glasses were issued, 38 adults were identified with cataracts which will be operated on by YKI team in the near future and 445 people – mainly adults – were given eye drops for different kinds of problems. 

Whilst the key objective of the programme was preventative eye health care for all primary school-age children to catch problems before they became serious, we used the opportunity to tell the whole community to avail of this chance to have their eyes checked, knowing that nobody had the money or means to get to the Denpasar eye hospital. I am glad we did, as most of the 308 adults who turned up had eye problems.
Getting the eye team to the 14 schools over this rugged and steep mountain terrain in this 4-day period between 8am and 2pm each day required very careful planning by EBPP team - and full-time use of our 4-wheel drive Daihatsu Hiline and 2-3 Suzuki trail bikes. All was though completed on schedule, much to the surprise of YKI team – who had never experienced such difficult access conditions before. And, in their words: “Getting to Manikaji school on the first day was a unique adventure, negotiating the extremely steep and winding dirt track on trail bikes and in the 4WD vehicle. The following days had many more harrowing experiences on more difficult dirt roads. We take our hats off to EBPP team for their great coordination - and caring for the people in facilitating this very complex programme.” 
EBPP and the whole community of Desa Ban also express their profound thanks to YKI team for their amazing work, professionalism and quick results.
Finally, we are very proud that the new Bupati (Regent) of Karangasem, Pak Geredeg, accepted our invitation to join us on Wednesday 7th of September to see the eye testing in Dusun Daya, and visit EBPP school and community in Cegi, a place he had never been before. Our education and organic farming teams, led by Rosmara Dewi, escorted Pak Geredeg to all of our Cegi classes and to the children’s school organic vegetable garden, where our junior high school children explained the complex process of turning steep and unusable land into lush vegetable plots, thanks to vetiver grass and our successful organic worm fertilizer.  

CHILDREN’S EDUCATION AND RECREATION PROGRAMMES
Bunga School’s Bettina Witteveen Library Inaugurated


Raoul and Bettina Witteveen sponsors of Bunga integrated education programme since January 2004, officially opened The Bettina Witteveen Library on the 25th of August 2005. Bettina was taken by surprise as she didn’t know that the library building that she and Raoul sponsored was dedicated to her! Many of the children were engrossed in the wide range of library books when we visited, but shortly after, took a break to lead us all down to their school garden and explain the many vegetables and herbs that are still growing, even though we are well into the dry season. 

A quick tour of the worm farm and explanations about the now flourishing mulberry trees had all of our visitors excited – more so when our children promptly picked all of the mulberries that were ripe before we had chance to sample them! 

We then visited the Bunga community organic vegetable learning garden just in time for harvesting of their first soy bean crop, a huge yield by any standards. 

Volleyball sets for all EBPP Schools

All five of EBPP schools now have good quality volley ball facilities thanks to Raoul Witteveen’s kind donation during his visit on 25th August 2005. This relatively small investment has given a wealth of pleasure to all of the children – and added another competitive challenge to the girls and boys which should soon materialise with inter-school volley ball matches! Thanks Raoul!
Bali Dynasty Resort Management Donate Their Hearts

Do you remember the first time you went to a zoo and watched in awe as the animals did amazing feats? On the 5th and 6th of August 2005 the Pengalusan community had a similar experience, but they were watching the Bali Dynasty Resort management, led by their intrepid Manager, Robert Kelsall, painting their school inside and out on 5th and 6th of August 2005. Two days of hard work and lots of fun saw Pengalusan school transformed to a bright and happy environment, with sunshine yellow walls on the inside and bright green on the outside. Guess who chose the colours? Remind you of EBPP logo colours?

LAUNCH OF “THE ART OF LEARNING BY DOING” ON 25TH SEPTEMBER 2005


I am very proud that our children’s art, illustrating their life since joining EBPP programmes, in seven delightful chapters with many “learning by doing” lessons, will be available for everyone to see. Special thanks to Linda Garland for hosting the launch at her Nyuh Kuning estate, to Bali Dynasty Resort for sponsoring the two buses to transport the children, tutors and staff from Desa Ban for the day, to John Hardy for providing all of our children’s and staff’s food for the day and to Agung Rai for guiding our 57 children, tutors and staff around his amazing ARMA Museum. I’ll report fully in our next Newsletter and acknowledge all sponsors. To order the book or to find out where it is available in Bali and Jakarta, please contact us (see below).

For more information on any of East Bali Poverty Project activities or if you would like to support us, please call me on (0361) 410071, email info@eastbalipovertyproject.org or check our Homepage: www.eastbalipovertyproject.org
EBPP’s Pengalusan School is a centre for infants 


to get polio vaccine in most remote area





Infant gets polio vaccine on the tracks


 during EBPP’s health team ‘sweeping’ 





Checking elderly Pengalusan man for cataracts 





Space age eye testing in remote Pengalusan 





EBPP Bunga children reading letters on the chart





Eye testing in government primary school





A proud Bettina Witteveen outside 


the library with David





Zoo time for Pengalusan children – enjoying watching western people at play!





Robert Kelsall and staff with Pengalusan children outside the newly painted school





Kid’s mural as front cover The Art of Learning by Doing





Volleyball fun at Bunga School behind the library
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