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MOBILE DENTAL CLINIC PROVIDES FIRST TIME DENTAL CARE TO CHILDREN LIVING IN THE REMOTE HILLS OF EAST BALI
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East Bali Poverty Project (EBPP) proudly launched a free dental health care programme on 6th October 2006 for the children and community of Desa Ban (Ban village), Kubu Sub District, Karangasem Regency, one of the most isolated and under-served areas of Bali, with a fully equipped Mobile Dental Clinic. 

The mobile clinic, owned by the Bali International Women’s Association (BIWA) and Bali Hati Foundation, will be in Ban every Friday and Saturday, staffed by a team of 10-15 dentists and dental students from the Dental Faculty of Mahasaraswati University led by Drg Panji Triadnya of university’s Community Service Department (Lembaga Pengabdian Masyarakat). All operational costs will be paid by EBPP, under a joint operation agreement signed by the four parties on 29th September 2006, effective initially for three years. 

The Clinic was officially inaugurated by Dr Ida Ayu Suci Astiti, Head of Karangasem Regency Health Department, representing the Karangasem Regent, Bapak Wayan Geredeg. The ceremony, held outside SD1 primary school in Ban village, was attended by 200 school children, EBPP Chairman David Booth, Dental Faculty Dean, Drg PA Mahendri, Bali Hati Director, Yacintha E Desembriartista, BIWA President, Ms Mayke Boestami, Head of Ban village, Bapak Ketut Karta and Head of Kubu Sub District Bapak Wayan Sutapa. 

“The Mobile Dental Clinic programme initiated by Ekoturin Foundation’s EBPP is very helpful for the people who don’t have any access to dentists. The Karangasem Regency government thanks EBPP for helping to improve the health quality of people, especially children, with dental healthcare and sincerely hope that EBPP and Karangasem government can improve their cooperation in helping more communities in the near future” said Dr Suci Astiti 

350 children treated in first two days – all getting extractions and fillings
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 On the first two days, over 350 children were treated, each having an average of one filling and one extraction. This was though just the tip of the iceberg, as dental inspections carried out by Drg Panji and his volunteer team from June to August 2006 showed that 3,250 children in Ban from 1-12 years old need an average of 3 fillings and one extraction each, with over 2,000 also suffering from serious gingivitis (bacterial gum infection). 

The twice weekly visits should ensure that we solve all 1-12 year old children’s dental problems in the fist six months. After that we will treat 13-18 year olds and adults, most having similar problems. Hopefully, with many return visits to each of the 14 schools and 27 community health posts in the village, the population of over 14,000 people will have a clean bill of dental health by October 2007.  After this, we will provide the same service to other under-served villages in the Kubu area, for thousands more children and their families.

Relevant Awareness Programmes: 

a Key to Sustainability

EBPP’s main key to success in sustainably improving the nutrition and health status of all the children and communities in Ban has been the sensitively designed awareness and information programmes: simple true-to-life sketches illustrating causes of problems, right through to the community-based solutions. The series of 6 cartoons style A4-size drawings we have developed for the dental programme, used at each school prior to starting the examinations and treatment, illustrate the key causes of decay and the simple remedies: from healthy, non-junk food and drink to toothbrushes and chewing neem tree twigs. 

Initial funding for the operational costs of the mobile dental clinic program in 2006, including transporting the dental team from Mahasaraswati University in Denpasar to East Bali, the running costs of the mobile dental clinic and dental and hygiene materials has been generously donated by The Calvin Ayre Foundation.
EBPP COOPERATION WITH UDAYANA UNIVERSITY MEDICAL FACULTY AND YKIP, SUPPORTING MEDICAL RESEARCH AND EDUCATION CENTRE (MREC)
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On the 26th of September 2006, EBPP signed an agreement with Yayasan Kemanusiaan Ibu Pertiwi (YKIP) and the Dean of Udayana University Medical Faculty, Prof. Dr. Dewa Putu Widjana, to “work together in our common goals of promoting and developing public health knowledge and skills in Bali for the ultimate benefit of the Balinese population by optimising the activities of Mellissa Withers, a Public Health PhD candidate from UCLA. Mellissa is volunteering her time and expertise to assist EBPP in data collection and programme development as part of EBPP’s pilot model public health education and awareness programmes in Desa Ban, Karangasem.”  

EBPP’s relationship with Udayana University’s Medical faculty was established in 1999 when Dr Gede Indraguna Pinatih, MSc, a nutrition lecturer, joined our team as a volunteer expert health advisor for our iodine deficiency disorders (IDD) elimination programme. Since 2002, Gede has been the official Secretary of Ekoturin Foundation as well as our volunteer health advisor, together with Dr Denise Abe MPH.  

 YKIP, established to assist the people of Bali in their economic recovery in the aftermath of the 2002 Bali Bombing, administers the Medical Research and Education Centre (MREC) at Udayana University Medical faculty and has a commitment to improve the medical services on Bali. The MREC, housed at the Faculty of Medicine at Udayana University, is a library used by over one thousand students and faculty every month.
Mellissa started volunteering for EBPP in 2004 in a capacity building role, working alongside our community health team for the collection and analysis of data in remote hamlets and in developing relevant community public health awareness and education programmes, prioritising mothers and babies.   

To achieve the joint agreement goals above, and support the sustainable development of MREC, EBPP will assign Mellissa part-time to YKIP’s MREC to work with Dr. Putu Sutisna, the head of the Parasitology Department and Medical English course. She will teach research skills to and give a series of seminars to help develop academic skills in the English language for both the medical students and teaching staff at Udayana.  

Most of Mellissa’s time will be spent with EBPP team, further developing model public health empowerment programmes for mothers, babies and children in Desa Ban and other disadvantaged villages, where access to medical and public health knowledge is extremely limited. 

SAFE WATER FOR ANOTHER 100 ISOLATED MOUNTAIN FAMILIES

The remote Manikaji community, whose only water source in the 4-6 month dry season was Pancoran spring, now have a new lease on life since EBPP team designed and developed this previously trickling and polluted water source, quadrupling the safe water supply for over 100 families. Starting in February 2006, the spring was developed and operational by the end of September 2006, with all materials and design provided by EBPP and the manual labour by the local community in the knowledge that they have ultimate ownership of this water resource.
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 In addition to the spring box and reservoir, (see photo) we routed the water supply to 4 taps, via galvanised steel pipes, to a lower level, built into a newly constructed wall below the reservoir. This was because the community will build a small temple near the spring and hence all activities must be below the temple. We also routed the overflow pipe to another storage tank to (a) ensure no water is wasted and (b) provide an additional laundry and cow bathing and watering area (cows are the community’s “investment bank”, and water for cows often takes priority over water for humans: believe it!) . The final engineering drawings for the spring project will be completed by mid October 2006 and will serve as a record for the future.

The Manikaji Spring Development was kindly funded by the Annika Linden Foundation.

SCHOOL UNIFORMS FOR NEW CHILDREN 
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In the first week of October, there was great excitement in every school when we provided two sets of school uniforms to all of the 65 young children that joined EBPP schools in July/August 2006 and gave replacement uniforms to many of our existing children who have grown out of theirs. The cost of materials for the school uniforms was kindly sponsored by our great Dutch friends, Tjeerd & Jenny Hoekstra with the tailoring costs donated by our long term supporter, Sandra Tierney of USA.
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By David Booth MBE





FIRST TIME DENTAL CARE FOR ALL WITH MOBILE DENTAL CLINIC AND OTHER HEALTH INITIATIVES





Mobile Dental Clinic outside Bonyoh hamlet Government School, central Besa Ban





From L to R: Drg. P.A Mahendri K, M.Kes, Tjok Istri Sri Ramaswati, SH,MM (Rector of Mahasaraswati University), Mayke Boestami, Yachinta E.Desembriastista, Drg. Panji Triadnya M.Kes, Bali Hati staff, David Booth MBE, and Dr. G.N Indraguna Pinatih, MSc (EBPP Secretary)








The first child getting treatment inside the mobile dental clinic





Drg. Panji treating children in their classroom





From L to R: I Gusti Ngurah Suparsa (MREC Head Librarian), Dr. Denise Abe (YKIP & EBPP), Dr. Carlo Fornizetti (YKIP), David Booth MBE (EBPP), Prof. Dr. Dewa Putu Widnyana, DAP & SpParkK (Dean Udayana University Medical Faculty), Rucina Ballinger (YKIP), Prof. Dr. Ketut Swastika (Assistant Dean) and Dr.Gede Ngurah Indraguna Pinatih





Pancoran spring’s 4 taps fully utilised by children, youth and mothers





Beaming Jatituhu children proudly pose in their new uniforms





Manikaji’s latest intake in new uniforms outside their school





Pengalusan newest children confidently posing for their first formal photo





For more information on any of EBPP activities, The Indonesian Vetiver Network (IDVN) or to support us, please call me on (0361) 410071 or email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@eastbalipovertyproject.org" ��info@eastbalipovertyproject.org�. Homepage: � HYPERLINK "http://www.eastbalipovertyproject.org" ��www.eastbalipovertyproject.org�
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