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MORE SUSTAINABLE MILESTONES IN CHILDREN’S 
EDUCATION AND HEALTH 

By David Booth MBE
EBPP CHILDREN MAKE HISTORY BY GRADUATING JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

History was created in the isolated Mount Abang hamlet of Bunga in July 2006 when the Bali Provincial Education Department confirmed that the six children at East Bali Poverty Project’s (EBPP) first school, who sat the exams in May 2006, graduated junior high school after only six and a half years of education – being the first ever in this mountain region to go past elementary education. 
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As long as they could remember, this community of 42 families, along with many other equally isolated hamlets, had no access to schools or outside knowledge of any kind due to their remote mountain location, chosen by their ancestors many generations before. No roads, electricity, water supply or access to health centres compounded their disadvantages, with no choice or chance to change. Children were always the main victims as they could only follow the never-ending downward spiral. 
That changed in November 1998 when EBPP offered the community their first opportunity to select change: “education for our children so that we can have a better life, led by our children” was their unanimous choice. Starting their first day of school on 31st August 1999 with 30 other illiterate children aged 6-16, these 6 children clearly stood out from the rest, seeking attention and leading new initiatives of school gardens, handicrafts and art. 

This event is a major milestone for this region as secondary education had never been available until EBPP, with government permission and full support, initiated the first junior high school class for these children in late 2003.

The most wonderful thing to come out of this though is that the local government has agreed to initiate the first ever senior high school classes in the whole region, starting in September this year, after our plea to give these children the chance to follow their dreams – inspiring thousands of other children to dare to dream of a better future than their ancestors.

In recognition of this historical landmark, we rewarded each of these 6 children on Indonesian Independence Day with a new Indonesian/Balinese/English dictionary and an inscribed ball pen, presented in front of their fellow students from all of EBPP’s five schools, their parents and an audience of almost 500 locals who had come to enjoy their only day out in the year.   
EBPP OUTREACH PROGRAMMES SUSTAINING COMMUNITY HEALTH 
Successful Eye operations
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The two young children I reported on last month have both had successful operations to remove growths from their cornea, thanks to John Fawcett Foundation, Yayasan Kemanusiaan Indonesia (Indonesian Humanitarian Foundation) and the specialist doctors and team at Puri Raharja Hospital in Denpasar. They have been assured by the doctors that the white mark left on their cornea after the operation, which does not affect their vision, will disappear with time, allowing these two children to look forward to a normal life – something they had never imagined before EBPP was able to help them! 
Iodine Deficiency Disorders (IDD) Reduce Significantly Through EBPP Outreach Programme 
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In 1998, iodine deficiency disorders (IDD), “the most preventable cause of brain damage and mental retardation in the world” were found to be the most serious in the whole of Indonesia in Desa Ban with 84.5% rate amongst children. Since EBPP started implementing comprehensive iodine supplement programmes from 2001 to date, sponsored by UNICEF from 2001-2003, a recent government health department survey has shown that IDD, measured by palpating children’s goitre, has now reduced to just over 20%, becoming one of the lowest rates in the whole of Indonesia! 
Iodised oil capsules, now provided by the government health department every August for villages that have no access to iodised salt or other dietary iodine intake, are distributed by EBPP health team to all children and women of child bearing age after a thorough review of the function of iodine in the body, using EBPP’s very successful awareness drawings. 
This year is another major landmark as we are now replicating our successful primary health outreach programmes in adjacent villages at the [image: image6.jpg]


request of the health department and village leaders. As a result, this August we have given capsules to an amazing total of 4,243 children aged 6-16: 1,809 in Ban and 2,434 in Tianyar! 
Distribution to all of the women was still in progress at the time of writing and takes considerably longer as our team, determined to ensure every women is protected in case they get pregnant, have to trek to hundreds of homes in the more remote areas to find the ones who did not turn up at the monthly health posts. We are very proud that our programme is now one of the most successful in Indonesia.
DONOR UPDATE
Annika Linden Foundation
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Representatives of the Annika Linden Foundation (ALF), one of EBPP’s major donors since 2004, and YKIP (Yayasan Kemanusiaan Ibu Pertiwi), the Bali based foundation that monitors ALF funded programmes throughout Bali, visited  Desa Ban on 28th of July to see the progress of the projects ALF sponsors this year: Jatituhu School building and organic vegetable farming programme, Manikaji integrated education programme and Manikaji Pancoran spring development, providing a plentiful safe water supply for 100 isolated families. 
The highlight of the day was Manikaji school visit. After meeting the children in all the classrooms, the group was entertained by our youngest children rehearsing for their Indonesian Independence Day Balinese dance performance. Finally they met the sixteen 7-year old children who were enrolling that day in EBPP’s Manikaji School, with Rucina Ballinger, YKIP CEO, amazing the children by asking them questions in her fluent Balinese. A great day was had by all. 
Bali Dynasty Resort

On the 3rd of August, we escorted Steve Charles, Bali Dynasty Resort Entertainment Manager, and Ms Rai Satriani, a journalist from The Bali Travel News, to our Cegi and Pengalusan schools, both launched with Bali Dynasty Resort sponsorship in the year 2000. 
In Cegi, most time was spent watching the ten amazing children in our playgroup class practicing their songs for Independence Day with extreme professionalism – not bad for 5-year olds, all of whom are now fluent in reading, writing and arithmetic after only a year at school. 
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Moving on to Pengalusan, the eleven new 6-7 year old “recruits” stole the limelight with their musical alphabet recital – and they haven’t even started school yet! Bearing in mind nobody in Pengalusan had ever completed primary school before we launched their school in September 2000, we have already had 29 children graduate elementary school, and when asked how come these children were almost literate before starting school, the local tutors replied unanimously “because their elder siblings teach them everything they learn at school”. 
Bali Dynasty Resort, managed by Robert Kelsall, is our most consistent donor since 2000 and a great example of a tourism business “giving something back” to the Bali population that cannot benefit from tourism revenues. 

Aspect Capital, UK

I am very proud to report that Aspect Capital (Aspect), “one of the leading hedge fund managers in Europe in terms of assets under management”, donated £5,000 in July 2006 to our community health outreach programmes, prioritising the running costs of our 27 Posyandu (mother and baby hamlet-based monthly health posts). 
This donation resulted from a strong nomination from Cyrus Hendry, a new friend of EBPP, to Aspect’s Charity Committee. According to Aspect’s Rosie Reynolds, “Aspect looks for charities making a substantial, sustainable impact; charities which it believes will use donations in the best way possible. The ability to ‘make a difference’ is of great importance to all of us here at Aspect and employees are actively encouraged not only to nominate charities to which they would like to donate funds, but also to participate in fundraising activities themselves.  
Congratulations on your work to date and we wish you all the best for your continued efforts.”

Thank you very much Cyrus, Rosie and Aspect.
EBPP’s 17th August 2006 Indonesian Independence Day Events

I will report in fully on this amazing day’s activities next month

For more information on any of EBPP activities, The Indonesian Vetiver Network (IDVN) or to support us, please call me on (0361) 410071 or email info@eastbalipovertyproject.org 
Homepage: www.eastbalipovertyproject.org
14 year old Ketut Sekartawan happily receiving his award for graduating junior high school





David awarding dictionary to 16 year old Bunga graduate, Wyn Tenda Wijaya as Rosmara Dewi looks on





Nengah Wirawan before & after successful eye operation





Kadek Susilawati of Temakung before & after eye operation





EBPP’s Ardika Adinata giving IDD awareness programme to government school children prior to giving iodised oil supplement





EBPP’s nutrition specialist, Kadek Sinta, squeezes iodised oil into young boy’s mouth





Manikaji school: Manikaji tutor, David, Rucina Ballinger and Ilid, close friend of Annika Linden





David, Rucina and Manikaji community leader pose with newly enrolled Manikaji students





Pengalusan school new-starts amazingly reciting a-b-c and singing Indonesian songs





Bali Dynasty sponsored Pengalusan High School children with Steve, David and EBPP team
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