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NEW MILESTONES IN EDUCATION, WATER AND VETIVER
PROUDEST DAY IN HISTORY FOR THREE MOUNTAIN COMMUNITIES 

The twelfth of November 2004 was a landmark that will go down in history for the communities of Manikaji, Cegi and Pengalusan. Their children officially graduated elementary school, something the mums and dads never had a chance to do. The long wait is over! Six months after taking their exam and a whole four months after knowing they had passed, I was able to award each child with their graduation credentials: two embossed certificates, signed by the Head of the Government Education Department, clearly stating that each was entitled to continue to formal secondary education.
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It was the certificates that made the difference. They had never seen one before. I cannot even try to describe the glow of pride on the parent’s faces when their child’s turn came to step to the front. And the children themselves? Some were shaking in disbelief, others almost tearful. But the strong handshake given by all told me everything, many not wanting to let go of my hand. 
Our day of happiness started in Manikaji at nine o’clock. I gave a short talk before the awards, explaining that this was the first step, their stepping stone to the future, providing they continue at school. I asked them all if they remembered when almost everyone was sick before our education programmes started and how the simple lessons in hygiene, nutrition and sanitation have changed their lives – helped of course by their daily nutritious school meal, accompanied by the glass of milk. Their children are developing amazing art and craft skills which need much more work so that they can eventually form their own cooperatives. Then about the library, how it is for the whole community. “You, the parents can also come to the library” I said. “But we can’t read” was the unanimous reply. “Get your children to teach you so that you can enjoy the richness of books and acquire your own new knowledge” I suggested. Giggles and whispers filled the air. 
The two highlights of our day? The first was in Cegi, when the father of the only child that dropped out after graduating came up to receive her certificate. My talk convinced him to bring his daughter back to school, to at least finish junior high school. 

[image: image3.jpg]



The second, and probably most moving moment of the day, was from Pak Tunas, our senior Pengalusan tutor: “We really have elementary school graduates in our hamlet now” he beamed as he held his daughter’s certificates. “David, I always wanted to have one of these certificates but never got chance to finish primary school. It is my dream to get a certificate like this. Can you help me?” Emotion very much clouded my reply, knowing that he was our senior tutor and father of two children in Pengalusan education programme who had graduated. “My first suggestion should be that the children who have just graduated teach you, but, you in fact taught them! I will try my best to get an adult course so you can also graduate primary school, like your son and daughter”
ROTARY GRANT TO HELP 300 FAMILIES TO GET SAFE WATER FROM WELLS 
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“Safe” water should soon be available for hundreds of families who are situated half way up the mountain track leading to Bunga, Cegi and Pengalusan, and trek hours to get water from three deep wells sunk into a natural underground water catchment on a dry river bed descending from Mount Abang. Thanks to a “Matching Grant” that has been committed by the Rotary Club of Hoorn in Holland in partnership with the Rotary Club of Bali Nusa Dua, EBPP team will soon be able to install a well pump and reservoir to test pump the artesian catchment, and at the same time purify the polluted water. We will build a water storage reservoir similar to those we provided for the 800 families benefiting from Daya spring water, funded by RWE Thames Water of UK, with reservoir design and non-drip taps sourced from Oxfam UK. 
Nobody remembers who dug the wells or when – or where they got water before - and, more importantly, none of them realise that the water is extremely polluted because it looks so clean. Tests we took last year showed that the E-coli bacteria count is over 2400 colonies for each sample. Considering that the World Health Organisation standard for safe water is a maximum of 10 colonies, we are talking about a serious problem. 
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The Rotary Matching Grant was made possible after Mercia Inkiriwang, liaison officer for Rotary Club of Bali Nusa Dua and a staunch supporter of East Bali Poverty Project, called me in early January 2004 when she knew of the opportunity offered through the Dutch Rotary Club for funding water projects for isolated communities. Rotary Club Matching Grants do take a long time, but finally, on 5th November 2004, I took Mercia and two friends of Mr Hans van Leerden, the Dutch Rotary International representative, to see the wells and communities their grant would be helping. When we arrived at 11 o’clock, it was like any typical day from five in the morning until sunset for the locals. There were dozens of people taking water from the three wells at the bottom of this steep-sided valley with 5-litre buckets, slung down from ropes, whilst many were also washing and watering their cows, as a few dogs looked on. 
These were some of the 330 families of Jatituhu, Darmaji and Temakung hamlets with homes scattered over hundreds of hectares, 600-800 metres up the slopes of Mount Abang, who trek one-to-two hour daily to their only source of water. Hopefully, their water supply will soon be safer and easier to get, directly from taps.
VETIVER ENTERS LOMBOK TO HELP SUNDANCER TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 
Vetiver grass (vetiveria zizanioides) has been one of the major tools that has changed the lives of thousands of people in Bali since we introduced it in March 2000, to stabilize steep dirt roads and enable many isolated and impoverished rural communities to improve steep and sandy mountain slopes and grow organic vegetables for nutrition and eventual economic development. Our success with Vetiver was recognized by our First Prize award from The International Vetiver Network in China in October 2003. 
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Since 2001, we have helped many individuals, villages and hotels in Bali and Lombok who can verify the power of Vetiver, our latest client being the Sundancer Resort Development Company, PT. Wisata Bahagia. Jerry Cardinale, Senior Consultant for Sundancer, contacted me recently asking if Vetiver could stop erosion on their steeply sloping land and also enable planting of many types of beneficial trees and plants to eventually provide many sources of food and/or natural medicines for both the investors and the local communities. “I believe Vetiver is the best solution to control soil erosion and can give us tremendous savings against using traditional concrete and steel reinforcing solutions. I plan to use it exclusively in all sections of Sundancer project. In my opinion, it is the icing on the cake!” Jerry is right.
We were even more enthusiastic, seeing the opportunity to expose Vetiver to Indonesia when Jerry explained that their project had been awarded “The Green Globe Award for Sustainable Development in Tourism Design” by Dr Richard Hyde from the Centre for Sustainable Design of the University of Queensland Australia. According to Dr Hyde, Sundancer is the first project in Indonesia to be designed and built adhering to the Green Globe standards of environmental design.
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By late September 2004, we had planted 130,000 vetiver slips in a nursery in 10cm diameter polybags to ensure mature vetiver plants are ready for planting when the rainy season starts in late November. Ardika Adinata, EBPP’s leading vetiver field man, will then go back to Lombok to teach Sundancer team how to plant vetiver on the most vulnerable road verges and steep gullies, to ensure that runoff from the hills does not flood the roads or villa plots.  
We are all very proud that Vetiver becomes a sustainable solution for a Green Globe certified project.

For more information on any of East Bali Poverty Project activities or if you would like to support us, please call David or Tri on (0361) 410071, email info@eastbalipovertyproject.org or check our Homepage: www.eastbalipovertyproject.org
Beaming Manikaji children display their certificates with parents standing behind





Nyoman Ubuh, one of the firmest handshakes





David reinforces the importance of education to Pengalusan graduated and families





David & Ros present graduation certificates to Cegi children at new school





Communities from two hamlets wash clothes, water their cows and socialise





The largest gully to be protected with Vetiver





The long trek down to the wells





Sundancer Vetiver nursery after one month





Panorama of Sundancer Resort





EBPP’s Nyoman Budiantara measures Sundancer road for Vetiver
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