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DAVID BOOTH RECEIVES MBE AWARD 
AS EBPP TEAM CELEBRATE EDUCATION
By David Booth MBE

April and May 2005 have been very eventful months for East Bali Poverty Project (EBPP), starting with my trip to England on 23rd of April to receive my MBE award, the start of Bunga school library building, the celebration of Indonesian Education Day on 2nd of May, the official Hindu ceremony to bless Cegi school on 13th of May and the Government exams to graduate elementary school for 47 of EBPP children and tutors from 19th to 21st of May. I am proud to share with you some of the key moments of this exciting period. 
The Diary of David’s trip to receive the MBE award at Buckingham Palace
23rd April 2005: 
“Have a nice trip, we all wish you good luck, be careful and success always” was the last text message I received before leaving Denpasar for the long trip to England on the 23rd of April to receive my MBE award, aboard my Cathay Pacific sponsored flight No 254. It was from Komang Kurniawan, Team Leader of all of EBPP project field work since we launched the foundation in 1998, and the young man to whom my MBE is dedicated more than anyone else on this planet. Komang has worked tirelessly with me since 1996 when he joined my vision and mission to find the most impoverished area of Bali and introduce sustainable positive change in people’s lives, prioritising illiterate and malnourished children. 
25th April 2005: 
England was cold, especially in Leeds. The daily, biting winds helped me justify to everyone why this was my first trip there since February 1998 – and only my second time to leave Indonesia since then. Fortunately, I discovered three woolly sweaters at my cousins place, exactly where I left them seven years ago! My first priority was hiring a “morning suit”; nerve-racking, as my usual Bali attire is shorts, tee-shirt and sandals. 
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28th April 2005, the Investiture: 
The official invitations instructed recipients and guests to arrive at Buckingham Palace between 10 and 10.30am at the main gates. I was very lucky that Ms Pam Lord, a close friend one of our Bali supporters, Linda Garland of the Environmental Bamboo Foundation, had kindly offered to host me in her family home, just seven minutes walk from the main Palace gates! Braving the cold winds and fine rain, we joined the Palace queue, feeling like celebrities as tourists shot photos, focussed video cameras and surely believed they were filming stars.
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After the unforgettable walk into the palace, my guests were directed to the ballroom while we, the recipients, walked up the grand staircase to the picture gallery. This, for me, passing the regimentally attired Household Cavalry with swords drawn, was the moment of truth, and a realisation of how special this occasion was. 


There were about 60 of us assembled in the picture gallery, nervously chatting and drinking mineral water when an elderly equerry, who seemed like he had been doing this since he was born, “walked” us all through the event; the paces forward, the bow, how Prince Charles would hang the medal and the formal withdrawal. 
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In order of decoration and surname, we were led from the picture gallery to join the orderly queue to await our entrance into the ballroom, where we could see Prince Charles, the guests and the recipients before us. On hearing my name read out with the citation, all of my nervousness disappeared and I felt so very proud. After a brief chat with Prince Charles, who was very keen to hear about the different sides of Bali, the formal “handshake” signalled my retreat, a bow and departure from the ballroom. On the way out, the medal is removed and boxed up before we are guided to the back of the ballroom to await the end of the ceremony and join up with our guests. 
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After a quick celebratory drink with my family members, it was a quick change of clothes and a train ride from Victoria railway station to meet Brian Clarke and Barry Lloyd at Surrey University in Guildford to discuss about their further support for our safe water project and the testing of our moringa tree leaves for nutrients. All-in-all, a memorable and exciting day.

Celebrating National Education Day, 2nd of May 2005 (Hardiknas)
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Indonesia’s National Education Day is one of the happiest days of the year for our children, their families and the whole community when EBPP team use the occasion to reinforce the importance of education and where the children illustrate some of the more important lessons in life that they have “learnt by doing” since they started their integrated education programmes with us. Unfortunately, I was in England this year, so my reporting comes from Rosmara Dewi and the amazing 1-hour video and photos our staff shot, aptly illustrating the joy and excitement of this significant day.
Manikaji and Jatituhu schools: They gathered in front of their respective schools on 29th of April and 2nd of May respectively due to their more isolated locations on Mount Abang slopes, over one hour by Trail bike between them and equally remote from our other three schools. Their events were simple but meaningful. Whilst both schools sang traditional [image: image7.jpg]


Indonesian ‘hymns’, emphasizing the importance of respect for teachers and studying hard, as well as individual performances of Balinese songs of their choice, my top marks go to the Jatituhu children. Why? Because this is their first ever event and the challenge was given for individual children to come in front of their peers and sing a song of their choice. Confidence by all saw 53 hands raised in unison! Our video shows 5 of the children, the most enjoyable being the 10-year-old boy who, although out of tune, really rocked to his own rhythm! And he’s never watched TV! 
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Bunga, Cegi and Pengalusan, 3rd of May 2005: The joint gathering of Bunga, Cegi and Pengalusan schools in Cegi Bale Banjar (community meeting centre) was an extraordinary day. Attracting a local audience of up to 100 people under a make-shift tarpaulin roof, all of the children were exceptional, showing such professionalism and skill in their drama performances, their adlib humour and desire to make people laugh illustrating their pride and self-esteem as the new “elite” of their communities. The most outstanding performance was from the Bunga children who developed a hilarious sketch entitled “Posyandu” (monthly mother and child health post in each banjar). With a full cast of ‘nurse’, ‘doctor’ with giant home-made syringe, an old sick man (brilliantly played by 15-year old Alit), a ‘pregnant woman’ and a young boy with a bloated stomach caused by worms, the message they were getting across was “the Posyandu is not only for mothers and babies, but for any community member with any kind of ailment”. They even wrote a poem explaining the importance of taking the opportunity of monthly health inspections. Thank you to our tireless team and our wonderful children for giving everybody such an enjoyable day!
Bunga Community’s Bettina Witteveen Library Nears Completion
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The new library building was finally started at our Bunga School on 23rd of April, not only to provide a more complete community resource centre, but also to give more classroom space now that we have two groups of children in our junior high school programme. Sponsored by Raoul and Bettina Witteveen, who also sponsor the Bunga integrated education programme, it will be aptly named, “The Bettina Witteveen Library”. Bunga was our first “school” in August 1999, with classes initially in the four metre square bale banjar (community meeting centre) and moving in late 2001 to a small bamboo-cement building with two classrooms and a tiny library which doubled as a third classroom. The U-shaped building, as it nears completion, is clearly the pride of Bunga community, who built it and quite rightly have taken their full responsibility of “ownership”.

43 Children and 4 Tutors take Government Exam to Graduate Elementary School


Exams were over on the 21st of May 2005 for our 4 tutors from Cegi (1) and Pengalusan (3) and the 43 children of Bunga, Cegi, Pengalusan and Manikaji who all felt confident that they would join our ever-increasing list of elementary school graduates. The nail biting will however go on until late July when the results should be announced by the National Education Evaluation Centre in Jakarta. More news then.
For more information on any of East Bali Poverty Project activities or if you would like to support us, please call David or Tri on (0361) 410071, email info@eastbalipovertyproject.org or check our Homepage: www.eastbalipovertyproject.org
David receives MBE from HRH Prince Charles





David with MBE medal in Buckingham Palace courtyard





29th of April with Dutch supporters Dirk & Tineke in London pub





Jatituhu’s young rocker performs to the crowd





Bunga’s Wayan Sukrawati conducts Bunga, Cegi and Pengalusan children for opening hyms





‘Dr’ Artajaya examines Komang Saniti in Posyandu sketch observed by old man and ‘worm’ boy





Cegi 7- year olds compete for cleanest teeth





Pengalusan’s Wayan Misi being painted for his drama





Bunga ‘Bettina Witteveen Library’ nears completion





Cegi children & Senior Tutor Wayan Yasa 


ponder exam question





Cegi performance has the crowd in stitches
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