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SMILES AND GLOWING HEALTH QUANTIFY 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
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Nyoman Lami’s glowing smile and “thumb’s up” gesture stood out from the thirty five children that were seeing me off from my weekly visit to Pengalusan school on 19th May 2004. You see, he was in the first intake of children when East Bali Poverty Project (EBPP) was able to launch the integrated education programme for all their children from ages 6-15 in September 2000. These permanent smiles contrast sharply with my exploratory visits in July 1998 to Pengalusan and the other most remote hamlets: not only did most people run away from this tall foreigner (me) – a sight they had never seen before – but nobody smiled. I did though manage to get a few giggles from the children by pulling funny faces, crossing my eyes and doing my John Cleese walk. I found out shortly after that these people had nothing to smile about at that time. Life was one day rolled into the next, having never ventured outside their village boundaries, never seen a book, a newspaper or a foreigner. Now those days are behind them.
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EBPP’s Pengalusan programme is now the most satisfying to my two Balinese staff who were with me at the beginning - Komang Kurniawan and Ardika Adinata – and I, knowing that the 62 families in this hamlet had the biggest struggle to embrace the changes they had requested from us. Once they made their promises to send their children to school every day and clean, they had to adapt to a whole set of new disciplines: in scheduling trips to their cassava fields (their kids couldn’t help during school hours), introducing daily bathing and hygiene for their children (later they followed suit) meaning two extra 3-hour trips to the remote spring, and washing the children’s school clothes with soap. Nobody had ever gone to school before! They were the most isolated, tucked away behind Cegi hamlet, deeper into the Mount Agung  slopes. It is not therefore surprising that this community have grabbed – and enjoyed the benefits of every opportunity to implement sustainable changes, initially through their children. 

Previous newsletters have focussed mainly on the development of the children through education, nutrition, hygiene, sanitation and their rapidly advancing arts and crafts skills. Here I will open our photo album to show how our programmes are positively impacting the lives of all of the 2,500 families in this very large, remote and scattered mountain village.  
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For more information on any of East Bali Poverty Project activities or if you would like to support us, please call me on (0361) 410071, email info@eastbalipovertyproject.org or check our Homepage: www.eastbalipovertyproject.org
Happiness: Miles of smiles from healthy Pengalusan children – a contrast from their illiteracy and sickness before they started in EBPP school in September 2000








Lack of knowledge: The sad state of most children in 1998-9 due to lack of water and knowledge of hygiene and nutrition contrasts with the healthy commu-nities of today – where a little new knowledge has gone a long way





Sanitation: Pengalusan children cleaning their school vegetable garden as part of their daily routine (sponsored by British Embassy SGS)





Health & hygiene I: Freshly bathed children wait for Mum to finish the laundry at their newly completed spring–fed water reservoir (sponsored by Thames Water).





Health & hygiene II: Children now help Mum by  washing  their own clothes at their new safe water reservoir 





Safe water: Happy Perasan dads tie the reinforcing steel for their new water supply reservoir that will be fed from a remote spring that was up to six hours walk for these people. Now it is just around the corner 





Babies’ health: Cegi mothers, coordinated by EBPP health team, bring their babies to their Posyandu (hamlet primary health care centre) for vaccinations by Government Health Department staff. This new facility, non-existent before July 2003, was initiated by EBPP and is being developed as a model programme for the region, in partnership with the Tianyar Community Health Centre








Pregnant mothers health: Testing pregnant mothers for iron deficiency in Belong hamlet as part of our 2003-2004 UNICEF sponsored micronutrient deficiency programme





Nutrition & food security: The newly harvested carrots from Bunga community garden are too good to cook and rarely get taken home to Mum (sponsored by British Embassy SGS)





Goats for the future: Cegi children feeding and watering PE goats before starting school – funded from June 2004 by Annika Linden Foundation





Library: Pengalusan children feast on newly donated books (new complete library for all EBPP schools opening soon sponsored by Annika Linden Foundation)





Global learning: Alit and Tenda discuss Australian nature story in donated National Geographic magazine in their Bunga school library 








School uniforms: Newly donated clothes for Manikaji children – a forerunner to complete school uniforms in the making, thanks to funding from Annika Linden Foundation 





Contented EBPP team: EBPP field team relax together outside our office after another day of great progress in the village








