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EXCITING EVENTS IN EDUCATION, ART AND ORGANIC FARMING

By David Booth
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“When are we going to Tirtagangga       Mr David?” asked the children of our Bunga integrated education programme after they took their formal government exams in May 2003. You see, I had promised them that after taking their final exams to graduate elementary school (reported in BritCham Update of July 2003) EBPP would show our appreciation for their achievements: being the first children in our course to graduate, and the first clear benchmark in progress of Desa Ban community towards sustainable development. Their trip had to wait until the major activities related to their important religious holiday, Galungan and Kuningan were completed. 
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In fact, June and July 2003 have been very exciting months for the whole team and children of East Bali Poverty Project and at the same time two of the busiest months we have experienced since launching the foundation in 1998. Many donors were scheduled to visit and we were at a crucial period for many education related developments, essential for the children’s future. 

In this issue Rosmara Dewi, East Bali Poverty Project’s Education and organic farming programme coordinator has provided the report. 

Question: Ros, how would you describe the development in the education and organic farming programmes during June and July?

Answer: During June and July great progress was made in six exciting project areas, all related to each other. Pengalusan children took their second semester test, our children in all programmes were producing more appropriate art for the planned educational art book, all children started practicing for our exciting Independence Day celebrations, the exiting a day out for Bunga children, development of the worm farm in Pengalusan community learning garden, and the site visit of the British Ambassador.

But first let me tell you about Galungan and Kuningan, the six-monthly Bali-Hindu religious holiday which started in the third week of June. The way they celebrate in the four hamlets of Bunga, Cegi, Pengalusan, and Manikaji is quite different to all other Balinese: here, they never make penjor, the important swaying bamboo decorations which symbolize prosperity. When we asked them why, as it is supposed to complement the ceremonies, they had no idea, and would not even know how to decorate a penjor, as they had never learnt from their ancestors nor ventured outside their village to even see them.

The first development to report in the third week of June was the second term school test there for the 55 children in Pengalusan, the most remote, hamlet, which took three days. All subjects in our curriculum were tested which comprised the five government required subjects (for the national examination) of mathematics, science, social studies, Indonesian Language and Ethics. In addition, on EBPP specific curriculum of supporting skills subjects: Balinese language, Balinese Hinduism religion and culture (supported by Peradah-Hinduism Youth Organization), health, organic farming, art and handicrafts. During the test time the EBPP education staff had to translate some of the Indonesian language into Balinese for them to understand better. This is because they are the most remote hamlet and have no contact or interaction outside their area.

Secondly, the thirteen Bunga children who had completed the official government exam to graduate elementary school who continuously asked us when we were taking them to see the historic places in their region, as they had never left their village before, got their gift. We took them for a one-day study tour on Sunday 6th July 2003 to three different destinations, starting at Karangasem Palace where David Booth explained the Karangasem Kingdom genealogy. The journey continued to the south of Amlapura to Taman Ujung, the site of the royal water palace which was seriously damaged by the eruption of Mount Agung in 1963 and the earthquake of 1979. The last destination was the Tirtagangga Water Palace. They were all very excited with the view at Tirtagangga and they did not want to let their first exciting life experience disappear. They all sketched the scene on A3 drawing paper, to continue their artistic creation back at school next week. The best drawing produced will be a supporting part of the educational art story book which will consist of 8 different themes, shown their life story before, during and after the time East Bali Poverty Project commenced sustainable development programmes. Cegi, Pengalusan and Manikaji children are also focusing their energy and creativity to complete the missing themes of the art book, being designed by Saritaksu Design Communications in Sanur. Once completed, it will be a useful children’s educational story book in other schools both in Indonesia and other countries. 
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 Whilst all the children in the four hamlets are focusing on the art book theme, they are seriously training for all the sports activities and enthusiastically practicing Balinese dance in order to welcome the Independence Day celebrations on 17 August 2003. They have never seen Balinese dance before even though dance is an important part of their culture, relating to their Hinduism religion. The Independence Day celebration last year was successful and exciting, uniting these four communities. Our hope for all the children and communities from the four hamlets is that the coming Independence Day will more unite them in their diversity. The most important meaning of their Independence Day is freedom from illiteracy and malnutrition and the children can be seen as “The Future Seeds of Hope” for the sustainable development of their village of Desa Ban (Ban village).

The children as seeds of hope it’s true. Now that the children have learnt about organic farming especially worm castings (organic worm fertilizer) for almost two years at school, they are now teaching their parents when they come and see the school garden. Pengalusan community farmers in their learning garden are developing their new knowledge of how to start a worm farm from their children, accompanied by EBPP organic farming staff.

What is expected of the farmers is to ultimately develop sustainable nutrition, food security and eventual economic development for their families in Bunga, Cegi, Pengalusan and Manikaji hamlets, an opportunity made possible by funding from the British Embassy Small Grants Scheme. We were all very excited on 5th July 2003 therefore when we were honoured by a full-day visit of the British Ambassador, Mr. Richard Gozney. He visited the school children and community farmers in the four hamlets of Manikaji, Pengalusan Cegi and Bunga. It was a good feeling for the children when the Ambassador walked around and talked with Manikaji children, expressing amazement at their great art skill development. Our journey then took us through thick dust down to the Manikaji community learning garden where the farmers were waiting for us. Mr. Gozney was very pleased when one of the farmers explained the worm farming processing and then stuck his hand into the media to show the healthy worms.


Leaving Manikaji, we eventually arrived at Daya the river spring, funded by Thames Water, which will eventually provide water for almost 700 families. In Pengalusan, the Ambassador talked with the children who had made special bamboo basket handicrafts. 
In Cegi and Bunga, we also gave him a guided tour of the children's activities in art and the school garden. In all our four schools the Ambassador judged the latest children's art and handicrafts

His expression was “ENORMOUSLY IMPRESSIVE” and CONGRATULATIONS” on our achievements and hard work for children’s sustainability.  



Memorable day for Bunga children in Tirtagangga





Cegi girls first Balinese dance lesson preparing for 17th August





British Ambassador admires Bunga graduates’ art








