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CHILDREN ARE THE FUTURE: NEW BOUNDARIES CROSSED IN CHILDREN’S EDUCATION 

Pen Pal Project: Children Share Religions, Cultures and Lives Across Countries
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Isolation and lack of contact with the world outside their mountain hamlets due to lack of any road access until March 2000, did not prevent the first generations of school children in this region from reaching out for knowledge when they enrolled in East Bali Poverty Project (EBPP) schools. Their hunger for new information was clearly insatiable, especially about other cultures, religions, animals, climates and ways of life.
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Hence, when Holly Portas, a young and vibrant Canadian lady, joined as a volunteer English teacher in October 2005, an amazing relationship rapidly developed between Holly, our children and our staff. Holly was well and truly hooked! After she left in December 2005 to join CfBT (Centre for British Teachers) in Kuala Selangor, Malaysia, she took every opportunity to return to Bali, even for just a long weekend to see EBPP team and children. On each visit, she provided as many professional resources, work plans and teaching aids as possible to help our local team to be better English teacher as well as ideas to help our children forge their future. 
One of these ideas was to start a pen pal project between our junior high school children and the children in her Malaysian school. The most exciting aspect was the differences between the two groups: her children are all Muslim, come from middle class families and are full time boarders in their city school. “Although Malaysia and Indonesia are geographically close, the culture and ways of life in Malaysia and East Bali could not be further apart” writes Holly in her Pen-Pal Project article in the CfBT July Newsletter.
The project started for our 86 junior high school children in March 2006 when Holly brought letters from all of her children, who had been matched by gender and age with ours. The letters, all in English, hand-written and in self-made envelopes, now flow regularly between the two countries, bringing joy to all the children and immense pleasure to all of us, seeing the detailed information they give, the questions they ask – and the rapid development of their English language.  I’ll share some with you.
From Malaysia: Quai’ah, age 13: “I had received your letter 2 days ago. I am sorry that you must collect water every morning and you just come to school 3 times a week, I don’t care whether you area rich girl or not. That’s not important. The most important for me is, you are honest, nice and polite girl. That’s the criterion that I think its enough to show that someone is good. For your information, I’ll sit for my examination by next week. I have done some preparations such as revise back my lessons, do some exercise and many more. How about you? When will you sit for examinations? What preparations you’ll do?”
From EBPP Bali: Ni Nyoman Rasmi, age 12: “Hello Ifah how are you? Your name is very good too. You must be beautiful. I love to eat nasi goreng, mie and telor, I eat my favourite food twice a week. When I grow up I want to be a teacher for sharing knowledge. At my free time I love to read. I am school at Manikaji and I live in Manikaji. I am Hindu and my hobby is dancing. My father is a farmer and my mother is a housewife. I only have two sisters. I love my family very much. I’ll be waiting for your reply. I love you my pen-pal!”
From Malaysia: Mohd. Afiq, age 14: “I am 14 years old and live in Malaysia. For your information, I love to make new friends especially from outside Malaysia. Now I will tell you about the religion in Malaysia. Actually there are many religions in Malaysia such as Islam, Hindu, Buddhist and Christian. The five rules of Islam is to recite the ‘Syahadah’ word, perform the prayers 5 times a day go for Haj at Mecca, fasting during Ramadhan month and pay for Zakat. You will find that Islam is a very peaceful religion.”
From EBPP Bali: I Komang Arta Jaya, age 13: “I am a Hindu. I pray 3 times a day with the Weda. I celebrate Kunningan, Galungan and Nyepi in my village we don’t have any Islamic religion we only have Hindu. Please tell me more I really want to know you my friend. (Arta Jaya drew a very artistic expression of nature on the back of his letter)”

These frank and moving letters are treasures of children across boundaries who dream of sharing lives, providing great examples to the adult world where countries, cultures and religions seem to be drifting apart!   
65 Youngsters 6-7 years old join EBPP Schools, Encouraged by Educated Siblings
“We want to make sustainable, long-term change. That begins with education, education begins with children, and children must be healthy to learn” David Booth, 2003
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This statement, quoted by Jacqueline Mackenzie in her 21st December 2003 Jakarta Post article, was given more prominence in August 2006 when 65 very healthy youngsters were enrolled by their parents in EBPP’s mountain schools, where government schools are still too far away. 
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The fact that many more wanted to learn was a joy, but very satisfying was that all were extremely healthy, none covered in the multiple impetigo infections that plagued all of our children when we launched the five programmes from 1999 to 2005. The greatest surprise though was that most were already fluent in Bahasa Indonesia. I reported last month on the high literacy level of the 17 new Pengalusan children who had been taught by their siblings who had learnt in EBPP schools and keenly shared all of their new knowledge with parents and younger siblings. These young children are really sending out a message to the world: give us a chance to learn because we are the future, we are young and we want to fill our minds with knowledge to help our village grow out of poverty! The even better news is that 68% of the new enrolments are girls!
School uniforms are presently being made for all of these children, materials cost sponsored by various Dutch organisations, thanks to our Dutch supporter, Tjeerd Hoekstra, and the tailoring sponsored by Hawaii based Janice Tierney and her wonderful Bali tailors. Thanks so much Tjeerd and Janice for your continued caring and support.
SUSTAINABLE CONSERVATION OF FARMLANDS AND BEACHES WITH WORMS AND VETIVER
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Organic Worm castings Complement Vetiver Grass Terrace Stabilization 

Transforming hundreds of hectares of arid, steep and sandy mountain land that only supported cassava and corn in 1999 into arable land that now produces over 15 kinds of nutritious vegetables, potatoes and healthy herbs was made possible with three things: 
· vetiver grass (Vetiveria zizanioides) hedges to stabilize sandy terraces and conserve soil and water,

· soil structure improvement with cow manure, followed by organic worm castings fertiliser when planting seedlings, produced from Lumbricus rubellus worms and 
· children’s and community effort – all seeing the small steps they needed to take for major sustainable changes to their future land productivity, nutritious food security and the economic potential of selling their surplus produce.

[image: image8.jpg]



This environmentally friendly sustainable solution can be applied virtually everywhere with the following long term benefits;

· Conserve farmland, forests, marginal lands and prevent erosion in all types of land;
· Phase out use of chemical fertilisers and reduce contamination of foods, farmland, rivers and oceans from harmful chemicals,
· Recycle animal waste back into the soil,

· Improve livelihoods by generating small businesses for rural communities from the sales of vetiver grass, organic worms, castings, organic vegetable produce, improved output of other crops etc. 

We have now produced an A4 size simple step-by-step guide in Indonesian titled “Membuat Pupuk Organic Alami (Kascing)” (how to make organic worm castings) which is available free to other community-based organisations and for a small donation to the general public. Please contact me for more information.
Vetiver Grass with Organic Fertiliser Stabilises West Bali Beaches
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Vetiver grass has been in great demand throughout Bali recently to help a wide range of erosion-prone situations, one of the most interesting being beach stabilization on a rapidly developing section of West Bali’s sandy beaches. 

Our design combined mature polybag-raised vetiver plants and vetiver slips to provide sand erosion barriers on the beach in front of the British expat’s bungalow parallel to the front property boundary and to provide borders for walkways from the property to the beach. From our past experi  ence in successful beach erosion control, we mixed organic worm castings with the sand when planting and after only 3 weeks, the vetiver is showing very healthy growth. So, yes, vetiver can grow almost anywhere! 


Smart, healthy & happy new Pengalusan children in classroom with Senior Tutor, Pak Tunas








Pengalusan junior high school children proudly display their new Malaysian penpal’s letters with Holly 





Excited Malaysian children reading their EBPP penpal’s letters





David introducing himself to the new Bunga children in their classroom, decorated by the older children  





David greeting each of the new Manikaji children – giggles all around





New Jatituhu outside their almost complete new school building





Worm Casting Brochure front cover





Vetiver newly planted on west Bali Jembrana beach





For more information on any of EBPP activities, The Indonesian Vetiver Network (IDVN) or to support us, please call me on (0361) 410071 or email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@eastbalipovertyproject.org" ��info@eastbalipovertyproject.org�. Homepage: � HYPERLINK "http://www.eastbalipovertyproject.org" ��www.eastbalipovertyproject.org�
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By David Booth MBE





SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENTS IN CROSS-CULTURAL CHILDREN’S EDUCATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
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