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CHILDREN REAP BENEFITS FROM EDUCATION, ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE AND SAFE WATER
By David Booth MBE
New milestones in June and July 2006 featured here illustrate great developments in many aspect of community life, prioritising the health and education of children of the 30,000 families in our region and the mountain spring safe-water development for isolated Mount Abang families. Latest progress in our programmes in dental health by volunteer team from Denpasar’s Mahasaraswati University, community training and empowerment programmes in sustainable vegetable, worm and goat farming, infrastructure developments etc. will be covered in future newsletters. 
CHILDREN’S EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS MOULDING FUTURES
Children’s Hard Lives Motivate them to Succeed in Exams Leading to Sustainable Futures
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Less than seven years after starting school, six of the illiterate children who joined our first integrated elementary education programme in Bunga on 31st August 1999 took their formal government exams from 1st to 3rd of June 2006 to graduate junior high school, taught entirely by EBPP team. We are sure they will all pass due to their good progress to date, high motivation and no distractions at home such as TV, as none have electricity, and nowhere to go except their immediate vicinity. Their greatest disadvantages though are (a) not having a spare room for studying as most of their homes have just one room, shared by up to 8 family members and (b) lack of electricity, lighting provided only by kerosene lamps or the glow of their wood fires in their tiny homes. 
With classes starting at 8.30am, mornings are out for studying as they all have to collect grass and water for the family cows, help tend the crops and assist with the day’s chores – before trekking over hill and dale to school! As soon as we have their results, I will report in this column, 

The rest of the 240+ children in our 5 schools took their 2006 first semester exams from the 12th to the 22nd of June, our field education team needing the 10 days to professionally invigilate all of the 22 classes ranging from pre-school to 2nd year junior high school. 
All results were good, but Manikaji children excelled, with marks as high as 85% in our primary and junior high school classes. Cegi children were second overall with 75% tops. 
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The local government education department monitors our education programmes, approves our curriculum and countersigns all children’s examination reports after completion, ensuring that all children have the same opportunity for advancement as children in formal government schools.

When exams are over, our children don’t want a holiday, preferring to come to school every day to continue learning, honing their creative arts skills and getting their nutritious daily lunches and glass of milk. They really are an inspiration for the community, especially younger siblings.
Balinese Dance Classes Prepare Mountain Children for Independence Day Celebrations
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The main activity after exams is preparing for our most important and exciting day of the year: Indonesian Independence Day, on the 17th of August. It’s important because we can reinforce the Indonesian motto of “unity in diversity” and exciting due to the challenging games, competitions, song, dance and drama EBPP team and the children create for our traditional one-day festival. Parents, extended family members and crowds from other villages now walk miles to enjoy the events, most of them seeing intelligent live entertainment for the first time in their lives. 
When EBPP’s Rosmara Dewi started teaching Balinese dance for the first time in June 2003, she persevered for weeks as neither girls nor boys could grasp the complex finger, head and eye movements required to perform the intricate dances – as none had ever seen Balinese dance performed! Pengalusan children though had the greatest difficulty due to their extreme isolation. 

But, not so this year, as Pengalusan youngsters adapt rapidly to the graceful dance moves because they have all been practicing at home with their older siblings who enjoy transferring their new-found talents to others. 
A bonus for the children this year has been dance classes given by Komang Kurniawan’s (EBPP’s Team Leader) son, 9-year-old Sheka. A frequent visitor to our projects with his Dad during school holidays, Sheka regularly shares his good fortune of his Sanur upbringing with all of our school children.
CHILDREN’S SUSTAINABLE HEALTH IMPROVEMENTS  
Our successful cleft palate and eye operations for children were all made possible thanks to John Fawcett and his Yayasan Kemanusiaan Indonesia [YKI] (Indonesian Humanitarian Foundation).
Cleft Lip/Palate Operations
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On 14th of June 2006, we facilitated cleft lip/palate operations for two more young children: 9 year old I Ketut Mudita and 7 year old Tomy Yasa, both from Tianyar, the village adjacent Desa Ban, where we started replicating our sustainable community health programmes in February 2006. 
Parents accompanied both children for the two days in hospital, sharing rooms with them at the Puri Raharja hospital in Denpasar. EBPP provided transport and subsistence costs were covered by a grant from the Jakarta Highland Gathering Committee in October 2005. The photos show these children’s remarkable transformation in less than 48 hours!
Since 1999, John Fawcett’s foundation has helped us facilitate 6 cleft palate operations, opening the door for those children and their families to a happier, healthier and more positive future. 
Young Children’s Acute Eye Problems Soon to be Solved  
Serious eye problems plague hundreds of people in disadvantaged regions like east and north Bali, where expert help and/or treatment is not available. Since 1999, thanks again to the excellent partnership between EBPP and John Fawcett’s foundation, we have facilitated almost 2,000 eye inspections, resulting in many children and adults getting glasses, cataract operations and medicines for acute eye infections. 

Most recently, we identified eight children with eye problems during our Tianyar posyandu visits (hamlet based mother and infant community primary health care posts), all of whom we took to YKI’s mobile clinic in Tejakula, near Singaraja on 21st of June 2006. The worst cases were two young children with growths from their cornea, rarely seen before, who we will take to Denpasar for YKI sponsored operations by a visiting Australian doctor on 20th July 2006. I will report next month with before/after photos of these two tragic children. 
SAFE WATER SUPPLY FROM REMOTE MOUNTAIN SPRING
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The steep and arid north-eastern slopes of Mount Abang are host to hundreds of families, the majority living in single roomed bamboo houses in the middle of their sloping farmland, remote from roads, schools, health centres, electricity and, most important, having no water supply except what they collect from rainfall. In the dry season, around 100 families come from all directions of the compass in this area to get water from their nearest source: a slowly trickling mountain spring. Come here any time during the dry season and you will see cows being bathed and watered, mothers with infants washing their clothes after working in their fields and dozens of people trekking home with full plastic buckets on their heads – miraculously spilling no water! 
EBPP, with a grant from the Annika Linden Foundation, started developing this spring in February 2006 using techniques learnt in 2003 and 2004 when providing sustainable safe water supplies from two remote Mount Agung springs for over 1,000 families, sponsored by UK’s Thames Water plc. Led by EBPP’s Ardika Adinata and Made Sudarma, progress has been great from the highly motivated communities of the four hamlets relying on this spring, excavating hundred of cubic metres of land and carrying boulders, cement, sand, steel reinforcement, etc. up to 2km to build their safe water facility that they will own! On completion, I will report further. 
For more information on any of EBPP activities, The Indonesian Vetiver Network (IDVN) or to support us , please call me on (0361) 410071 or email info@eastbalipovertyproject.org. Homepage: www.eastbalipovertyproject.org
Government exams in progress for Bunga children





Pengalusan’s youngest children sitting half-yearly exams





Exam results being handed out in Cegi





Bunga girls & boys rehearsing for Independence Day





Sheka training Cegi boys in the finer Balinese dance move





Ketut Mudita before clef lip operation





Tomy Yasa before operation





Ketut & Tomy with escorting family outside EBPP office after the operation





Manikaji spring cleaned prior to building spring box





Reservoar foundation almost complete








[image: image8.jpg]


Sustenance Newsletter, July2006

[image: image9.jpg]


[image: image10.jpg]


[image: image11.jpg]


