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POTATO FARMING AND WATER EDUCATION LEADING TO HEALTHIER LIVES
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March 2005 has seen many interesting developments, but most significant of all is the progress made on the construction of our new sustainable development, research and training centre in the village, sponsored by Unilever. With the formal opening date fixed for the 25th of March, the most auspicious day for the Balinese ceremony, pressure has been felt by all of us due to the observance of almost a full week of Balinese religious ceremonies. All of our activities came to a complete standstill from the 8th of March through until the 14th as the Hindu Balinese observed their important religious holiday of Galungan followed directly by Nyepi, the day marking the first day of the Balinese Saka calendar which is strictly observed island-wide with a day of absolute silence and meditation. I will give a detailed report on the opening ceremony and the activities planned for the centre in my next newsletter
The other key progress this month has been in our organic farming, water, education and art programmes, which I will summarise below.

True Potato Seeds for Sustainability
In January our children and farmers groups started planting experiments in all of their organic garden nurseries with two varieties of true potato seed (TPS). Before proceeding, I should explain how these differ from “seed potatoes”. TPS are actual seeds cultivated from small pods, looking like baby tomatoes that develop after the potato plant has flowered. They are more disease and insect free than certified seed potatoes. The big advantage, especially for us, is that they only weigh a few grams and can be planted as and when the time is right. The two varieties we are now growing are Zolushka and Catalina, donated by the producer, Bejo Seeds of Holland. Their branch in Jakarta has been very supportive with advice as and when we needed it. The seeds, small pellets with a special coating to resist bacterial attack, are initially reared in small polybags and then transplanted to the garden, with expected growing periods of 90-110 days. There is considerable excitement from the children and the farmers groups as the TPS seem to be growing much better than the seed potatoes we have tried since 2001. Less insect attacks on the leaves and very consistent growth in all locations. We are all optimistic that we have found a sustainable solution for a new staple for the families in this region who previously had to rely on  cassava.
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Safe Water now a reality for the most isolated community
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Great pride oozed from the Pengalusan community on the 3rd of March when our health and water teams revealed the results of the tests taken the previous day and incubated overnight in our portable Delagua testing laboratory. The samples taken from 15 households were completely safe, with only one sample showing a single colony of E-coli bacteria. Only six months ago, the average contamination from Pengalusan households was above 500 colonies of bacteria. Considering that the World Health Organisation states that the maximum level for safe water is ten colonies, these people probably now have some of the safest water in Indonesia. How did such a transformation happen? Primarily due to our sensitively designed water education programmes, explaining that even though water may look clean, there can be many thousands of bacteria swimming around and reproducing. We then use simple sketches and practical training for all the children at school and the mothers who come to the monthly mother/baby health posts of how to clean all of the vessels they use for storing water, reasons for boiling water and the importance of covering up their household water storage vats. Another key factor is their household rainwater storage catchments, called cubang, which we have helped them to cover and install simple hand pumps. These water awareness/education programmes are repeated at regular intervals to ensure that eventually the whole community will regard water care as a normal daily activity.
Examinations for Graduating Primary School
Of the total of 257 children now studying with us in our five integrated education programmes, 45 will be taking the government exams this year to graduate primary school. In order to adequately prepare them, our education team are providing extra tuition for all of these children on their days off, meaning that all now come in six days a week instead of the normal three. The surprise factor here though is that four of our tutors will also be sitting the exams. You may remember that when I reported last October on awarding the Government certificates to the children who graduated in 2004, the senior tutor in Pengalusan asked if I could help him to also graduate primary school. His time has come, along with two more Pengalusan tutors and Wayan Yasa, our senior Cegi tutor. There is understandably great price in both of these communities, especially Pengalusan, where, prior to our programmes stating, nobody in their hamlet of 62 families had ever graduated primary school. If the entire 19 children graduate who take the exam this year, along with the tutors, they will have seen 35 people graduate primary school in less than five years! 
2006 Calendar in progress
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Since my last newsletter giving examples of the 2005 calendar produced by the children in our four established schools, we have had quite a few requests from supporters in America and Holland for 2006 calendars that they would like to sell to their friends and business colleagues to support our programme. This has understandably created much excitement amongst the children and our art teachers who immediately made a start on the new calendars. From what I saw a few days ago, it is going to be very difficult selecting just 13 from the 40+ in progress. We are hoping that the children will complete their art work by early April 2005 and commence our first print run shortly afterwards. If any of our readers would like more information and possibly to order some of the 2006 calendars, please let me know as soon as possible. 
For more information on any of East Bali Poverty Project activities or if you would like to support us, please call David or Tri on (0361) 410071, email info@eastbalipovertyproject.org or check our Homepage: www.eastbalipovertyproject.org
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Side view of EBPP Centre showing staff living quarters at the back





New TPS at time of transplant to garden





Rosmara Dewi examines TPS in 


Pengalusan school garden





EBPP Health specialist Ms Luh Laba shows water test results and reviews water education





David viewing the children’s unfinished calendar art


 in Cegi school
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