[image: image1.jpg]sustenance




Volume 4, Edition 7, July 2005

EMERGING TALENTS IN MOUNTAINS OF NEW HOPE
Astonishing developments in children’s art and education bring pride to all
EBPP Children Create Spectacular Murals for Bali Peace Park Contest
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The first I knew of the Bali Peace Park Foundation (www.balipeacepark.com) was an email from its founder, Dallas Finn, on 6th of June 2005 asking if EBPP schools may want to enter a competition to create a large peace mural to eventually hang in the planned Bali Peace Park in Kuta. My initial enthusiasm was clouded by the limited time we had even if it seemed feasible. The response from EBPP children and art team however was an instant and resounding “yes”. That being said, there were still many large question marks: Where we would get the funds to buy canvas and paints? How quickly could our 40 junior high school children in our Bunga, Cegi, Pengalusan and Manikaji schools prepare a concept for a large mural, knowing they had only ever painted with water colours on A3 paper? How would they adapt to working as a team, with oil paints on a huge canvas? How could we get all of the children focussed in a suitable environment where they would not be disturbed by bad weather, curious chickens & dogs and inquisitive community members? 

My worries rapidly evaporated when our great team presented the simple solutions: 

· Canvas: April Lelia, our part time professional artist and project coordinator, could buy large canvasses in Ubud that wouldn’t cost an arm and a leg;

· Oil paints: Good quality acrylic paints, that had been kindly donated in January 2005, were stored in our office until the right opportunity presented itself – being now;
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Mural concepts and teams: Our children had agreed be make two teams to produce two independent murals: our Mount Abang Bunga and Manikaji children and our Mount Agung Cegi and Pengalusan students, and within two days had decided on their mural theme and who would lead their teams;

· Location: EBPP new HQ and Centre for Sustainable Development, sponsored by Unilever Indonesia Tbk in Dusun Ban, under a huge tarpaulin.
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The scene was set. Just two days each of enjoyable teamwork by these extraordinary children resulted in stunning 2.3 by 1.4 metre murals that filled me and our team with immense pride - and astounded Dallas Finn when he came to our office to view the murals on 10th of July after I emailed photos to him. “The murals look brilliant. I’m going to put the photos on our website for all the world to see.” 

Did our kids win? I don’t know yet, but if they don’t get first place, they are certainly the absolute victors for East Bali Poverty Project and have set a firm base for their future as talented artists and taken a major leap towards having their own successful cooperatives. 
Excellent Jatituhu School Progress Astounds Amankila Resort Management

I reported at the beginning of this year on the January 5th launch of our Jatituhu integrated education programme for 52 illiterate children, sponsored by a small group of caring Candidasa hotels, including Amankila Resort. I am delighted to share with you here the comments of senior Amankila staff who visited the programme on 22nd of June for their first time since the launch, not needing any more comment from me – they say it all. 
Tracy Atherton, General Manager: "I first visited Jatituhu 5 months ago for the opening of their first ever school. It seemed like the whole village had turned up to watch their children begin their education.  At that stage there was only one classroom with 3 lessons being taught at once and the children, parents and grandparents seemed to be engrossed. I can hardly believe the changes in 5 months: the children are now dressed in wonderful uniforms, their hair is neatly combed and they look very healthy.  There are now 4 separate classrooms to accommodate the different learning abilities.  In one classroom there is a 7 year old who knows more than a 14 year old.  Age doesn't seem to matter - it's more about knowledge.”

Hamish Lindsay, Executive Chef: “A young girl with amazing courage stood up and gave Tracy a gift which she had spent the last 1-2 hours making. Later the same girl stood up and sung a song to the class, and again the same girl let all the other kids get a glass of milk before receiving her own. It is surreal to see a group of children with so little, being able to achieve so much academically, especially considering that they only started school five months ago. What an inspiration to meet these smiling happy children! I hope that their future builds higher than the mountain they live on!”
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Nicole Tjokrosetio, Mgt Trainee: “You can really see the improvement of the village, especially through the stories David Booth related about their life style changes in the last 5 months. Before Jatituhu School started, people bathed only three times a week. Now, because their children get education and must bathe everyday before school, they see that the health of their children has improved drastically! Therefore, the parents now take a bath twice a day too!”

Agus Supartika, Front Off. Mgr.: “Jatituhu is an amazing human & environmental project that is unknown to the people in Karangasem Regency. I am so impressed with how EBPP provides complete education programmes for the children with such limited equipment and moreover, how all the villagers support the programme seriously. Without strong willingness and dedication, this project would not run effectively. We have to help them by getting the word out to make all people aware of this Amazing Human & Environment Project.” 

Made Aryana, F & B Mgr: “It’s interesting to hear what different children want to be: Policeman, Teacher or Member of House of Representatives. They have many wishes, just like kids anywhere in the world. Ekoturin opened this isolated village and helped the children to see the world: to see many types of animals in their library books, drawing with coloured pencils, maths, reading, handicrafts and many more. This is a big job but nothing is impossible by seeing the progress this result has shown in such a short time.”

Thank you Tracy and all Amankila staff for your very encouraging support.

Bunga School’s Bettina Witteveen Library Adds New Dimensions to Education 
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Good books of wide ranging topics, illustrated with many photographs, drawings and clear diagrams, have been one of EBPP’s most valuable school resources in opening the outside world to the hundreds of children that we have educated since 1999 in these isolated mountain communities. Bunga School though, EBPP’s first integrated education programme launched in August 1999, had a tiny library of only two by three metres, due to budget restrictions at the time of construction in late 2000. The addition of 217 great new book titles last year, donated by the Annika Linden Foundation, and fifteen 6-7 year old children who enrolled in December 2004 made it imperative to have a better and larger library-cum-reading room facility. Raoul & Bettina Witteveen, our Bunga programme donors, solved this dilemma during their visit in December 2004 by directly offering to sponsor a new building, resulting in the opening of Bunga’s new Bettina Witteveen Library. At 18 square metres, it is now the largest of all our school libraries and instantly became a focal point for all the children and parents to broaden their horizons wider than before. Knowledge has no bounds! 
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Australian Rotary Club Supporting Safe Water Sampling, Testing & Education 

I reported last month on the great impact of our water sampling and testing in all 21 Posyandu from homes of mothers with small children and I am pleased to confirm that this powerful programme is proudly sponsored by the Rotary Club of Mandurah, Western Australia. 
Bali Dynasty Resort furniture donations transform EBPP Centre
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Bali Dynasty Resort, one of our major donors, has supported integrated education programmes for East Bali Poverty Project since April 2000. Since May 2005, they have helped transform our new Centre for Sustainable Development to a comfortable and professional working environment with good quality desks, tables, cupboards, rattan chairs and wardrobes (converted to storage cupboards) for our seven separate departments: education, health, art, water resources, agriculture, vetiver and infrastructure. Our gratitude goes to Robert Kelsall and his Bali Dynasty Resort team for this wonderful contribution.   
East Bali Poverty Project’s 7th Birthday on 25th July 2005

We are seven years old on 25th July 2005 and our staff have decided that we should celebrate our anniversary during our Indonesian Independence Day celebrations on 17th of August with all of our children and the communities as they are the reason for our existence. I will report in full on this event in my next Newsletter.
For more information on any of EBPP activities or if you would like to support us, please call David or Tri on (0361) 410071, email info@eastbalipovertyproject.org or check our Homepage: www.eastbalipovertyproject.org
11 Bunga & Manikaji children work as one in their Peace mural





Manikaji & Bunga children’s Peace Mural, 10th July 2005





Absolute concentration as three young Cegi & Pengalusan artists create the Peace Mural outline





Peace Mural by Cegi & Pengalusan junior high school children, 


10th July 2005





Amankila’s Tracy Atherton accepts Vetiver roof handicrafts from Jatituhu’s Wayan Sekartini





Amankila & EBPP teams pose with our children & tutors outside Jatituhu School





Bunga community working together building their library





Bunga primary school children enjoy the facilities of their Bettine Witteveen Library





EBPP education’s team section fully furnished by Bali Dynasty desks & cupboards
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