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PRIDE OF THE COMMUNITIES: PRIMARY SCHOOL GRADUATES AND NEW UNIFORMS
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Educational developments took pride of place during July 2004 with the children’s and community’s  self-esteem peaking in our four integrated education programmes.
I report this month on our primary school graduates, new teachers for junior high school, new school uniforms and Cegi school launch and our foundation’s sixth birthday celebrations on 24th July 2004.
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EBPP Model Children Graduate Primary School
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The tension and waiting is over. Nobody really believed that their illiterate children could graduate elementary school, never mind get a school certificate when we launched the integrated education programmes in Bunga Cegi, Pengalusan and Manikaji between August 1999 and January 2001. All the parents requested in 1998, if we could help, was “education for our children so that we can all have a better life”. Life has already drastically improved and a new era in education began with the news on 14th of July from the Government Education Department that 40 of our children in Cegi, Pengalusan and Manikaji graduated elementary school in their May 2004 exams. This now brings our total number of graduates to 53, including 13 Bunga children who passed last year. 
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This success is praise for the unique skills of EBPP team leader, Komang Kurniawan, who selflessly worked with the communities from the outset to initiate the programmes, together with locally recruited tutors to guide these children - from totally illiterate families - to become models for their communities in only 3-4 years study in EBPP integrated education programmes. 

Much credit must also go to Rosmara Dewi, our tireless education programme leader, who joined us in May 2002 and led the children up the last steps to graduation. Ros has spent the last month designing the new curriculum for the secondary school classes and is also training two young qualified female Indonesian teachers, Yenny and Sumayanti, who recently joined our team. 
New Teachers for EBPP Junior High School Children 
 
Yenny and Sumayanti, both 28 years old, were chosen from a long list of applicants because they had two essential qualities: a desire to help disadvantaged children and a warmth of character [image: image8.jpg]


that helped them to rapidly blend with our long-established Balinese team. Yenny though had another incentive for wanting to join us: she is from a similarly disadvantaged community in Flores Island and hopes to learn enough from EBPP model programmes to eventually introduce similar concepts in her own region. This fits in with our long term aims of being able to replicate all EBPP models in other disadvantaged regions of Indonesia and we will certainly encourage and support Yenny to develop the necessary skills. 
Both live in simple accommodation near our site office and are enjoying learning the many unique cultures existing in the 19 different traditional local communities. 
New School Uniforms Give Unique Identity to EBPP Children  
All the children were sitting at their desks and studying when I arrived in Manikaji, Cegi, Pengalusan and Bunga on the 16th of July with Tjeerd Hoekstra and his wife Jenny from the Dutch village that has sponsored the building of both Cegi and Pengalusan schools. 
Glowing skin, well groomed hair and an extra radiance in all the children’s eyes and smiles overshadowed the blaze of colour of their brand new school uniforms: pale yellow shirts and Lincoln green shorts/skirts worn by our children in junior high school, contrasting against the blue and white chequered tops and dark blue bottoms sported by our elementary school children, all with the distinctive yellow and green EBPP logo standing out on their well tailored shirts pockets. Immense pride and satisfaction with their new and distinguishing identity were the tacit messages we all got from the beaming children, tutors and parents. A huge thank you from all the children goes to Annika Linden Foundation which paid for the materials, and our American donor, Sandra Tierney, whose tailors produced them gratis here in Bali. 

The incredible buzz going around the happy families whose children are now wearing unique EBPP uniforms, that differentiate them from other school children (not that they see many of them around here), can be summed up by the remarks of two proud parents: a Cegi dad who whispered to me "Now my child looks like a real school student" and the second from a Pengalusan Mum who beamed and said "Mr David, you have done so much for us by educating our children and now you even managed to get a donation to provide our children with these wonderful uniforms". Yet the most satisfying thing of the day, just before we were about to return home to Denpasar, was when two of our girls from Bunga programme came up to me to personally thank me, out of sight of all the other children and our staff, for their beautiful new school uniforms. Another day in Paradise!
Cegi School Opens Thanks to Tjeerd Hoekstra and his Dutch village 

History was made in Cegi hamlet on the 16th of July 2004 when our children had their first classes in their new school. It was all a bit of a rush, and although the walls weren’t plastered and we hadn’t put in the woven bamboo windows or fitted the doors, it was a 100% improvement on their previous school: the local Bale banjar (community meeting centre), which didn’t even have walls! The last of all our four programmes to have a dedicated learning centre, Cegi School building is funded by a very special Dutch village, with all fundraising efforts initiated by Tjeerd Hoekstra and his wife Jenny, who joined me on this visit during their annual holiday to Bali. 
Our relationship with Tjeerd started in December 2001 when he came to our Denpasar office to learn more about our programmes: what was most important if his small village in Holland could help, focussing on children’s education? “Dedicated buldings for the children to study in Pengalusan and Cegi”, was my reply, our first priority being for Pengalusan children, who were crammed into a tiny Bale with not even elbow room.  In their local bazaar of March 2002, they raised enough money to build Pengalusan School. In their next bazaar on 13th December 2003 the funds were raised for Cegi centre. Thank you Tjeerd, Jenny and your whole community.
6th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

It’s our birthday. We are six on the 25th of July. There is a buzz of excitement going through our whole team of 44 people because we have never had the time to celebrate before, nor did we have such milestones established in our goals for sustainable social and economic development. The consensus was “Let’s have a party”. Agreed. We will have a get-together in my garden in Denpasar on Saturday, 24th July 2004 which I will report briefly in my next Newsletter. 

A special thank you to all who have supported and believed in us and thus helped us to get this far. I hope all of you will also join me in thanking my amazing Indonesian family/team and our many Indonesian and foreign volunteers who have made all of this possible.  
For more information on any of East Bali Poverty Project activities or if you would like to support us, please call me on (0361) 410071, email info@eastbalipovertyproject.org or check our Homepage: www.eastbalipovertyproject.org
Pengalusan graduates celebrate with their unique Balinese Drama in their new uniforms








Cegi children pose with tutors  for their first photo in their new school uniforms








Second class in high school for Manikaji children








Tjeerd & group with Cegi graduates as new teacher Yenny looks on








New uniforms poses with smiling Bunga graduates





Happiness in Cegi as Jenny distributes embroidered caps from their Dutch village school








Smart Manikaji children line up in new uniforms before going to school








