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SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS IN CHILDREN’S HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SAFE WATER
January 2005 has been a great month for all of East Bali Poverty Project (EBPP) programmes, dominated by children’s health, education and sanitary rain water storage for hundreds of people. Two newly qualified female teachers, both natives of the village, joined us in early January, thus ensuring we continue providing optimum quality in our education programmes for the now over 250 children in our five schools. Both girls, who knew each other in the Singaraja Teacher’s Training College and joined EBPP because they wanted to be a part of their village’s development, get dedicated training by our experienced educators to provide them with meaningful employment and great future potential – all adding to a very happy and motivated “family”. 

These latest additions bring our total ‘native’ staff, including local tutors and cooks, to 63 people in this large and still quite isolated mountain village.
All of EBPP team are full of optimism for the year ahead and in this Newsletter I provide a brief summary of our key recent developments, all of which illustrate exciting steps forward in our goals to empower these communities towards a future of self-reliance and sustainable social and economic development. 
DEVELOPMENTS IN COMMUNITY HEALTH

Since 1999, sustained improvements to community health have shared top priority with children’s education, knowing that people must be healthy if they are to be able to move forward to a better future. Probably our greatest accomplishment in enabling the communities to take more responsibility for their own health care has been our successful establishment of the monthly Posyandu (hamlet-based integrated primary health care posts for mothers and infants up to five years old)  in 21 community centres scattered throughout this 50 square kilometre village. Our three major developments during January 2005 are summarised below. 
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Cleft Lip Operation gives new lease of life to baby girl

At four months old, Nyoman Nik was already malnourished as she was unable to breast feed due to the seriousness of her cleft lip. That was on 13th November 2004 when her mother brought her along to the Posyandu for the first time, hoping that we could somehow help, as she had no means of getting to the local health centre for consultation or advice. She was losing hope. Two months after I called The John Fawcett Foundation (Yayasan Kemanusiaan Indonesia) we were able to take Nyoman for free surgery in the Rumah Sakit Puri [image: image3.jpg]


Raharja in Denpasar on 7th January 2005. Just one week later, after many bottles of baby formula that EBPP has committed to provide for as long as she needs it, Nyoman had put on nearly half a kilo and looks like she will grow up into a beautiful girl. 
Bunga Boy gets treatment for Epilepsy 
Within days of joining our Bunga School, seven year old Ketut Tingkat was showing signs of epilepsy, when he often lost consciousness and had no recollection of the fit. John Fawcett was once again on call to advise on the best doctor in Denpasar to evaluate the boy’s condition. After EBPP health team took him for examination on 13th of January, followed by a brain scan, epilepsy was diagnosed. By late evening, we had bought the prescribed medicine and taken the child home. I am delighted to report that the fits have stopped, and hopefully, providing he takes the medicine as required, Ketut should be able to live a normal life. 
ANZA Sponsors EBPP Health Team for 2005
ANZA (Australia New Zealand Association), one of our long-term Jakarta based supporters for children’s programmes, is kindly sponsoring the full costs of our integrated health team for 2005. Comprising our senior health coordinator, Ms Luh Laba, assisted by Ms Ketut Adi and three male Suzuki Trail bike riders, the main activities of EBPP health team are continued capacity building of the 21 Posyandu and monitoring children’s health and nutrition in all our five integrated education programmes. Working in partnership with the community health centre team (Puskesmas), who we transport to all of the Posyandu locations by our Suzuki Trail bikes, we ensure nutrition and health status of every infant is checked monthly and that all get necessary vaccinations and nutritional supplements. Advice and assistance is also provided for all mothers on bringing up babies and birth control. 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN CHILDREN’S EDUCATION

Jatituhu Education Programme for 49 Children Launched on 5th January

[image: image4.jpg]



A sea of happy children’s faces filled the small bale banjar (community meeting centre) for the successful launch of our latest integrated education programme for the children of Jatituhu hamlet on 5th January 2005, which is sponsored by Amankila Hotel (represented by Tracy Atherton, Manager), Alila Hotel and Kathy White (there in person). Within ten minutes of the official opening speech by the village head, community leader and I, the children were enthusiastically starting their a-b-c on the recently painted plywood blackboards, led by EBPP’s education team and the four local tutors. Meanwhile, a delicious lunch was being prepared for the children in the adjacent pondok (bamboo shed). Preparations were also put in place for starting the children’s organic school vegetable garden on the sloping land near the school, with the children planting vetiver grass to initiate terraces directly after they finished lunch. 
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New Classes in our Four Established Education Programmes
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January 2005 has heralded a greater enthusiasm for education that we ever expected in the hamlets of Bunga, Cegi, Pengalusan and Manikaji, with more young children trickling into these schools almost every day. In Bunga, we now have 14 new students, Cegi has 12, Pengalusan 10 and in Manikaji an amazing 18 (with more expected during the next couple of weeks), giving us a total of over 250 children now receiving integrated education and free lunches in the five hamlets. A great piece of news is that six of these children previously dropped out to seek employment and have now returned – showing the value they put on future education compared to money in the hand now!
SAFE RAINWATER

Following closely on the heels of our recent safe water programme supplying more than 800 families from the two mountain springs in Daya hamlet during 2003 and 2004 sponsored by Thames Water Plc (TW) of UK, EBPP water team are making great progress working with the communities of Bunga, Cegi, Pengalusan and Manikaji in providing bamboo reinforced concrete covers and hand pumps to over 150 cubang (roof rainwater collection reservoirs). 
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90 of these cubangs are sponsored by Jay Rawlings of USA, in commemoration of his late father, a civil engineer who recently passed away in Bali. Another 50 are provided to the most isolated and needy families of Bunga, Cegi and Pengalusan, with funding remaining from TW budget. The remaining 11 cubang have been covered by families in Cegi without any financial support from EBPP, families who were not the neediest with the funds we had, yet were “empowered” by learning with their neighbours to initiate their own “self-help” project for the benefit of their families. 
The regularity and intensity of rainfall in the next 3 months will be very crucial in determining the rate of progress, not only for community water storage but also for our organic vegetable farming programmes for the children and trainee farmers in Bunga, Cegi, Pengalusan and Manikaji. So far, rain has been very spasmodic, going from virtual drought to torrential rain for days on end. Please join me in keeping fingers crossed!
For more information on any of East Bali Poverty Project activities or if you would like to support us, please call David or Tri on (0361) 410071, email info@eastbalipovertyproject.org or check our Homepage: www.eastbalipovertyproject.org
4-month old Nyoman Nik before surgery





A new start in life after cleft lip operation. Young Nyoman is now growing rapidly





EBPP team leader Komang Kurniawan’s Jatituhu launch talk watched by David and Tracy Atherton, Amankila Manager





EBPP’s Ros & Iluh measure Jatituhu children for new uniforms sponsored by Annika Linden Foundation





Jatituhu children at play after class with new teacher Made Mariniati





The 14 happy new Bunga children display their names for the records





17 new Manikaji children already learning with new EBPP teacher Ni Luh Sri Wahyuni





Family & neighbours start covering large Manikaji cubang sponsored by Jay Rawlings





Finished cubang complete with gutter & EBPP trail bike in the background
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