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NEW PROGRAMMES LEADING INTO 2005 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS        
December 2004 has been quite a remarkable month for East Bali Poverty Project, ushered in by the onset of the rains and seeing eight great developments, the most notable being the building of our new Sustainable Development, Research and Training Centre and preparations to launch our fifth integrated education programme for 54 children in Jatituhu. I would like to share with you all a little of the joy felt by all of our team and the whole village at the end of 2004 by reporting on the five key developments, thanks to the continued support of our many wonderful donors. 

EBPP Centre for Sustainable Development, Research and Training
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At 10.15am on Sunday 19th of December, chosen by the priest as the most favourable day for the first of two ceremonies for building our new centre, I was drawn into the true essence of the Balinese Hindu religion, from the carefully tied sarongs around my waist to the special prayers with closed palms to bless the ground on which we were seated. 
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As I sat cross-legged next to the priest, with petals in my hair, a flower behind my right ear, symbolic rice on my forehead and frequent sprinklings of Holy Water on my hair, face and hands, I sensed the great awe of the Holy Mount Agung which dominated the whole scene in front of us. The picture was completed by the large baskets of offerings laid out in front of us, the priest’s female assistant sitting to our left and all of our staff and the local community quietly meditating behind us. I guessed correctly that the two neat piles of bricks next to the baskets were the focus of this whole ceremony.

Once the prayers were over, I followed the priest across the large plot of cleared ground to a roughly excavated hole where he carefully placed the bricks and said more prayers, ending the ceremony and giving us the go-ahead to start excavations for the foundation. The 20 locally recruited labourers, ten tradesmen and the local foreman then got to work digging the foundations for our 150 square metre centre, which had to be completed by the 21st of December, for the second ceremony required before we can commence any construction work. 
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Sponsored by Unilever’s Uli Peduli Foundation, and scheduled for completion by March or April 2005, the purpose of the centre is:  

· To empower the children and whole community of over 2,500 families of Desa Ban through knowledge and trials of new appropriate and relevant technologies, designed to develop their whole village by harnessing the human and natural resources for mutual benefit, 
· To ensure sustainable social and economic development – not only for the present generation but to initiate programmes that will ensure continued growth and development for future generations of people and the ecosystems. Through access to knowledge and information on wide ranging topics, not only school subjects, but also global information we hope this presently isolated village can open a window on the world for the present population and for future generations. 
Preparations for Jatituhu Integrated Education Programme for 54 illiterate children
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The atmosphere was electric on the 21st of December as I was greeted by 54 excited children aged from seven to sixteen and almost the whole community of over 80 families at Jatituhu bale banjar (community meeting centre) after the 45 minute rugged drive from our base office in our trusty Ford Ranger. What excited me most was the enthusiasm of the children and their parents, especially the three 16-year olds, as I looked at the sea of beaming faces waiting for my confirmation that the education programme they had waited six years for was really going to start, thanks to sponsorship by the Amankila, Alila and Watergarden hotels of Candidasa. I gave my traditional talk, with our promises of a thorough and relevant education and daily nutritious meals, in return for which the parents had to make their promises to send their children every day, with clean bodies and clean clothes and – to learn from them.  
Situated at 800 metres elevation up the north east slope of Mount Abang and at the end of a steep and winding 3km dirt road west of the main spine road through Desa Ban, Jatituhu is another of the once forgotten hamlets of Desa Ban. 
I will report in more detail after we officially launch the programme on 5th of January 2005.

Safe Water for 250 More Families by Covering Cubangs and Providing Hand Pumps

EBPP water resources team have been working seven day weeks with the communities of Bunga, Cegi, Pengalusan and Manikaji since the beginning of December to complete bamboo-cement covers to almost 200 cubangs, thanks to generous donation from Thames Water and Jay Rawlings of the USA. 
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Most families have cubangs (roof rainwater collection reservoirs) as their only domestic water supply, yet the majority are not covered and hence very polluted from algae, bird droppings and the frequent insertion of dirty buckets. Tests we took prior to working on the cubangs showed that all had very high counts of E-Coli bacteria, a prime cause of diarrhoea amongst children.  

Prior to constructing the appropriate technology covers, fitted with charcoal and gravel filters, the cubangs have to be cleaned out, brushed with a chlorine solution and re-plastered to ensure they are sanitary. 

The average cubang holds about 20,000 litres, being enough for a family of five for up six to seven months of the dry season.     

Bunga Education Programme Sponsor Meets Newly Enrolled Pupils 
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Raoul Witteveen accompanied me on my site visit of 21st December, primarily to see the children in our Bunga hamlet education programme that he and his wife, Bettina, have been sponsoring since January 2004 through their Metta Foundation. As we approached Bunga School, we were greeted by the dulcet tones of young children singing in harmony. Raoul made a bee-line for the source of these sweet voices, and to our surprise, there were the ten newly recruited seven-year olds who were being coached in their first ever song by Yenny, one of our senior teachers.
Once the introductions were over, we then went to see all the other children: the primary school children busy making new waste bins from local bamboo and our junior high school class who were carefully crafting Christmas cards from recycled powdered milk cartons, guided by April, our expert artist. 
Back to see the youngsters who were now huddled around the blackboard, which was covered in numbers and all the letters from A-Z. I was truly amazed, as these ten seven-year old children, in their first day of school, had mastered writing skills in less than one hour, taught by the older students in our primary school programme! Their energy and enthusiasm was boundless!
Sponsored Senior High School Children Share the Joys of Christmas
Christmas started on the nineteenth of December for Yenny, Rian and I, the three Christians in EBPP, thanks to our seven caring children who are now in their final year of senior high school in a Singaraja boarding school. Sponsored by Judy Slattum of Danu Enterprises and her some of her American culture tourists, the five girls and two boys started their high school studies in July 1999, on EBPP’s very first programme to benefit the communities of Desa Ban 
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Loaded with lots of goodies for them, I visited their dormitory on nineteenth of December, prior to driving down to Ban for our groundbreaking ceremony. My gifts of popcorn, fruits and Trebor sherbets paled in comparison with the wonderfully arranged bouquet of flowers they had hand crafted and the carved picture frames they had bought for me during their recent study tour to East Java.  

I was so proud of the maturity displayed by these children, all of whom are determined to continue to further education, with the continued support of the sponsors, and then return to Desa Ban to share their new knowledge with their communities. I know you will all join me in wishing them well        for their future. 
For more information on any of East Bali Poverty Project activities or if you would like to support us, please call David or Tri on (0361) 410071, email info@eastbalipovertyproject.org or check our Homepage: www.eastbalipovertyproject.org
A very special moment, awaiting the final prayers





The priest gives final blessing for excavation to commence





Laying the first foundation stones on 21st December, 2004





Happy Jatituhu community posing for their first ever photo with David & Raoul





Cegi cubang under construction with Mount Agung backdrop





Finishing touches to the third 


Pengalusan cubang





David, Raoul & Ros with all 28 children in front of Bunga school





Hand crafted Christmas gift from seven special children
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